NATIONAL APOSTOLATE FOR INCLUSION MINISTRY
Quarterly Publication

Volume 30 / Number 2

Summer 1998

Message fromthe Editor .« oo vvveneeennii i, Inside Cover
Message from the Executive Director .............. Inside Cover
President’s MESSAgE v vveveevvenennnnnnseneseeconannns 2
Beatitudes of the Exceptional Child . . ...................... 3
by Andre Masse, C.S.E

INTRODUCTION

Toward the Millennium . ................ .. .. vt 4

by Eleanor G. Marshall

BEGINNINGS

Why a “National Apostolate for the Mentally Retarded”?
by Rev. Matthew M. Pesaniello, President of NAMR

Beginnings Revisited ... ......... ... ... it 7
by Dolores Wilson

WHO WE ARE

More Like Us Than Different ......................... ... 8
by Sr. Margaret Burkle

Moral Development of Mentally Retarded Persons ............. 10
by Sr. Coletta Dunn, OSF

OUR CHURCH

What Parents Want From Their Church ................... 12
by Rev. Sam Timbrook and Helen Timbrook

Lessons Learned ............... e e 14
by Charles Luce

Role of the Church in Providing Comprehensive Services ...... 18
by Ellen Cook

Prayer and Share—A Model of a Faith Sharing Program ....... 22
by Kathy Smalley

WHO WE ARE

Looking at Yesterday, Celebrating Today ................... 25

by Sr. Margaret Burkle

The publications of the National Apostolate for Inclusion Ministry advocate use of
language which preserves and encourages the dignity of and respect for all people.
The language used by submitting authors is sometimes used to preserve the integrity
of their message and the organizations and people which they represent.

1997-98 Board of Directors
Officers

President, Maryann L. Rietschlin
Vice President, Gregory Schott
Secretary, Ron B. O'Sullivan
Treasurer, Vincent C. Gray

Members

Father Giles LeVasseur, OSB
Sr. Mary Alice Mannix, OP
Sr. Suzanne Pescay, SSND
Dr. Jerome Porath

James Simone

Most Rev. john J. Snyder
Gus Sundermeier

1998 Editorial Board
Bill Abright

Sr. Rita Baum

Bob Brenner

Mary Brousseau
Patricia Gerke

Sr. Mary Hauke
Dottie Klein

Chuck Luce

Eleanor Marshall
Kathy Ranken
Maryann L. Rietschlin
Kathy Smalley

Sr. Josetta Marie Spencer

Executive Director, Quarterly Editor
Cheryl Hall Jill Johnson

Ex-Officio Member, Asst Editor & Designer
Mary Jane Owen Simki Michael

Expert Consultants
Grace Harding

Tom Kendiorski

Dr. Edmund Pellegrino
Carl Ruppert

Abbot Aidan Shea, OSB
Ronald Walker, CPA .

The National Apostolate for Inclusion Ministry Quarterly
Publication (ISSN-0273-9178) is published in the spring, summer,
fall and winter by the National Apostolate for Inclusion Ministry.
The points of view expressed within the Quarterly are those of the
writers themselves and do not necessarily represent the individual
or collective opinion of the officers and members of the National
Apostolate.

The NAfIM Quarterly grants permission for any original article
(not a reprint) to be photocopied for use in a local congregation,
provided the material is distributed free and the copies indicate the
source as the Quarterly. For any other use, advance permission
must be obtained from the editor. Business correspondence,
including memberships and subscriptions, should be sent to:
National Apostolate for Inclusion Ministry, P.O. Box 3070, Laurel,
Maryland 20709. All members receive the Quarterly and the
Newsletter. Membership is $35.00 per year.

Atticles for publication in the Quarterly should be sent to the
Editor, Jill Johnson, 1276 Duncan Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45208.
Postmaster: Send address changes to National Apostolate, P.O.
Box 3070, Laurel, Maryland 20709.




" m

THE BEATITUDES
OF THE
EXCEPTIONAL CHILD

Originally published in NAMR Quarterly, 1968

] eSUs loves to hide behind the poor and the little ones. He loves to let come to Him
children and those who resemble them. Jesus knows that children are the ones who allow
themselves best to be guided to the knowledge of the Father. Jesus knows that the Revelation
of the Love of the Father is more accessible to them and that they cling to it more fully.

Jesus identifies Himself with them in order to draw to our attention those whom we would
be inclined to put aside: He does this so that we become more open to the reality of God and of
our wounded brother. Jesus loves to choose the “Anawim” of the Father to make them His
prophets.

At the sight of the crowds of people who surround Him, Jesus sat, His friends drew near
and He taught them: “Blessed. . . Blessed are you. ..” At the sight of the crowds of people who
surrounded him, the exceptional child stopped, his friends drew near and he said to them:

@ Blessed are you who take time to listen to difficult speech for you help us
to know that if we persevere we can be understood.

® Blessed are you who walk with us in public places, and ignore the stares
of strangers, for in your companionship we find havens of relaxation.

@ Blessed are you who never bid us to “hurry up” and more blessed you
who do not snatch our tasks from our hands to do them for us, for often we
need time rather than help.

@ Blessed are you who stand beside us as we enter new and untried

ventures, for our failures will be outweighed by the time when we surprise
ourselves and you.

@ Blessed are you who ask for our help, for our greatest need is to be needed.

@ Blessed are you who help us with the graciousness of Christ Who did not
bruise the reed and quench the flax, for often we need the help we cannot
ask for.

& Blessed are you when by all these things you assure us that the thing that
makes us individuals is not in our peculiar muscles, not in our wounded
nervous system, not in our difficulties in learning but in the God-given self
which no infirmity can confine.

Rejoice and be exceedingly glad and know that you give us reassurances that could never
be spoken in words, for you deal with us Christ deals with all of His children.

—Andre Masse, C.S.E



